
87

Journal of Psye7tological Medicine and Mental Pathology.
No. XI., July, 1850.

DR. WINSLOW maintains in this number the high character
which he has achieved for his publication. The amount of

benefit which must result from a publication like this is

hardly to be over-stated. Among the more important papers
in the present number are articles on Religious Insanity; on
the Causes, Cure, and Prevention of Idiocy; the Physiology of
the Human Brain; and Confessions of a Patient after Reco-
very from an Attack of Lunacy. The number is an unusually
interesting one.

Cases Illustrative of the Cure of Consumption and Indigestion.
By G. CALVERT HOLLAND, M.D. Fcp.8vo,pp.104. London:
Orr.

THE motto chosen by Dr. Holland to preface this work is
"Res non verba." We were unconsciously asking ourselves,
on looking at this sentence -Can it be possible that the
author of this work is the Dr. Calvert Holland lately so in-
dustriously advertised as one of the physicians to a hom&oelig;o-

pathic hospital ? ?, Our inquiry was rendered the more neces-
sary on perusing the work itself, than which nothing could be
a stronger proof of the allopathic tendencies of the writer.
This physician to a homosopathic hospital recommends, in the
treatment of consumption and indigestion, that his patient
should swallow tar-water by wholesale, and cod-liver oil ad
libitum. Bishop Berkeley was not a more complete allo-

pathist, in respect to tar-water, than is Dr. Holland; nor did
the clerical enthusiast give a higher character to this medi-
cine than does his medical imitator, the allopathic-homceo-
pathic physician, Dr. Calvert Holland. But, seriously, are
these outrages on the profession to be permitted ? Is the

pirate to be allowed to sail under respectable colours, and
while he calls himself a homoeopath, relies for his cures
and his success on allopathic treatment ? The case of Dr.
Holland is not a solitary one, for we are well informed
that many of the unprincipled men who have forsaken the
scientific and respectable path of their profession, to

pander to the love of quackery which pervades certain
classes of people, still cling in the hour of need to the prin-
ciples and practice of allopathy. We promise some of these
unprincipled renegades to expose their iniquitous proceedings.
The sensible man who becomes a hom&oelig;opath must neces-
sarily possess but a small modicum of honour; the fool, it is

true, may be honest in his convictions, but he is a homoeo-
pathist because he is a fool, and a fool because he is a

homceopathist. We have been charged with using strong
language respecting the practitioners of that delusion-

homoeopathy. Can any words of ours be so strongly con-
demnatory of the whole system, so completely destructive of
the tissue of frauds and absurdities on which it is founded, as
the book whose title heads this article? Well may the author
have chosen for his motto&mdash;Res non verba !

Treatise on the Etiology, Pathology, and Treatment of Congenital
Dislocations of the Head of the Femur. By JOHN HENRY
CARNOCHAN, M.D. New York: Woods. 8vo, pp. 233.

THE object of Dr. Carnochan in this practical volume is to I
show that congenital dislocations of the head of the femur are
of more frequent occurrence, and more completely under the
control of the scientific surgeon, than has been heretofore

acknowledged. He shows that in America and England this
species of deformity has not received that attention which its
importance deserves; whilst in France, Dupuytren, though he
acknowledged that he understood the pathology of the dis-
ease, confessed that the cure was, as a general rule, beyond
the reach of surgical treatment. Dr. Carnochan joins issue
with this dictum, and insists that, when properly managed,
these cases are capable of cure. Taking advantage of the

present improved state of tenotomy, and of orthop&aelig;dic sur-
gery generally, he proposes, in the treatment of congenital
luxation of the femur, the division of some of the smaller
muscles surrounding the joint; after the division, the patient
is placed under mechanical treatment, which has the effect of
fixing the head of the bone in the cotyloid cavity. The

process of reasoning by which the ingenious author has arrived
at the somewhat startling mode of practice which he advocates.
is too long to extract ; but he appears to have been guided
throughout by a sound knowledge both of physiology and
pathology. In conclusion, we cannot but express our surprise
that the author of this work has not made reference to the

very clear statement of Mr. Lonsdale on the form of disease
to which he refers.

Treatise on Physiological Education, Founded on Physiological
Principles. By LOUIS HUGUNEN. Pamphlet. pp. 75.
Liverpool: Albion Office.

A VERY good account of an apparently excellent means of
developing and strengthening the bodily frame.

Eighteenth Annual Report of the Trustees ’of the Perkins Insti-
tution and Massachusetts Asylum for the Blind. Pamphlet.
pp. 94. Cambridge, U.S.: Metcalfe & Co.

A MOST interesting account of a most interesting institu-
tion. Dr. Howe’s Report on the celebrated Laura Bridgmaa
will well repay a perusal.

The Accommodation of the Eye to Distances. By W. C. WAL-
LACE, M.D. Pamphlet. pp. 36. New York: Wiley.

AN elaborate inquiry into the matter of which it treats.

New Inventions
IN AID OF THE

PRACTICE OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY.

WE have very recently had submitted to our inspection
" NEwsoN’s PATENT WIRE TRUSS," which is one of great sim-
plicity of construction, and, so far as we can judge by a brief
examination, is calculated to prove an efficient instru-
ment. It consists of a round wire spring, covered with some
material, and curved so as to pass around two-thirds of the
pelvis, one-half of it being on a somewhat higher plane than
the other, so that one of the round pads at its extremities
shall always remain closely applied over the seat of hernia,
while the other pad rests on the back of the pelvis of the
same side. In the words of the inventor,-

"The Truss is what is called an opposite-sided one: it passes
from the hernia obliquely across the abdomen, round the
opposite hip, and across the spine to a point on the same side
as, and as nearly as possible opposite to, the hernia. By these
means the pressure is made from before to behind; the Truss
encircles the hip so high up as to be unaffected even by
extreme flexion of the thigh upon the pelvis; there is no
pressure upon, or within two inches distance from, the spinous
processes; and the truss requires no strap or other fastening to
connect the two ends."

We observe that several distinguished practitioners have
testified their approval of this truss; and as they would doubt-
less not have done so without an adequate trial of its merits,
we are disposed to take their word for its efficiency in practice,
rather than to hazard expressing any opinion of our own
in the absence of an adequate practical experience on the
use of "Newson’s Patent Wire Truss :’


